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Association of Families of Abducted Persons Reminds of 15 Long Years

Uncertain is the fate of 525 Serbs and other non-Albanians, while 361

persons were buried up to date and nobody has been punished for that

- this was said at the conference of the Association. On the territory

under the international protection all conventions on human rights were

violated, culminating in the unprecedented crime – human organs traf-

ficking.

“Someone had a project in his head and carried it out; that person

elaborated it down to the slightest detail and implemented it. Adding

the fact that those who represent all power in the world today are re-

sponsible for what happened, they will certainly not allow us to prove

that the crimes were committed on the territory under their responsi-

bility”, says Mioljub Vitorović, Deputy of the War Crimes Prosecutor. 

The UN Human Rights Advisory Panel detected disastrous oversights

of KFOR, police and the courts of the UN Mission during investigation

procedures of 172 cases of missing Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija.

“Our task and role of the Association are to shed a little light so that

such decisions are not made in the media and institutional blackout, but

to appear in the first next report of the UN General Assembly. Formally

they are not binding to UNMIK, but they have an immense moral

strength, because they are primarily founded on facts and law”, says

Dušan Čelić, Deputy of the President of the Coordination of Serbian As-

sociations of Families of Missing, Killed and Fallen Persons from the ter-

ritory of former SFRY. 

All countries founded after breakup of the SFRY passed their laws on

missing persons and regulated the rights of their families, except Serbia.

The Association plans to prepare independently a Model Law and to that

effect expects support of the competent Ministry of Labor and Social

Policy and Office for Kosovo and Metohija. 

What Does Johann’s Heart Remember

Does heart remember? Does it recognize the scenery and people it used

to love even after it has ended one life and started another, quite a new

life in the chest of another man? For a long time Johann Wagner, a German

of noble origin, a landowner in whose chest the heart of a Serb from

Kosovo and Metohija beat, was asking himself these or similar questions. 

After successful transplantation, Wagner began to dream unfamiliar

scenery, an Orthodox church, a country house and a blue-eyed boy in front

of it. In time, the dreams turned into nightmares of war scenes and Johann,

tracing them, came to Kosmet, resolute to find out the identity of the

donor.

“He thought that a man had sold his heart. He did not know that the

man had been kidnapped, he did not know the details, but still he came to

help the family financially, because he was rich. Meeting the boy was cru-

cial in the whole thing and that’s how the truth was revealed. He had never

seen the child before, Were it not for the heart which wanted to jump out

of his chest, he would never tell the story”, says Dželetović. 

Something happened when they first met, the hearts recognized each

other, or whatever… Soon after that, the boy’s mother unfortunately died.

The German Johann Wagner took Orthodoxy and adopted the boy. The

author of this true testimony about suffering of the Serbs in Kosovo and

Metohija, Veselin Dželetović, first described this thrilling story in a poem

and then in a novel whose 12th edition was published and translated into

Russian.

“We gave the novel to Nikita Mihalkov when he was at the premier of

“Sunčanica” (Sunstroke). We were told that he had read the book in a

night, that he had liked the novel very much and that he would deal with

the theme or perhaps make a movie after he had finished the shooting of

a film in Turkey… It means a lot to me that he read it in one night and un-

derstood the point”, Dželetović said.

With this novel, Dželetović scratched the painful theme of human or-

gans trafficking, the notorious “yellow house” and general perishment of

the Serbs, which is still going on.

The book “Johann’s Serbian Heart” by Veselin Dželetović
was written according to an authentic event. This is a

story about a Serbian family, the only one remaining in
an almost exterminated village; a story about a German

Johann who is carrying the heart of a Serb, kidnapped in
Kosovo and Metohija in 1999. The author of the book

met Johann in 2004 on the ruins of a Serbian cemetery in
a Kosovo village and found out an incredible story.

Office for Kosovo and Metohija, on the occasion of the International Day of
Missing Persons, concludes with regrets that for 16 years no progress has
been made in regard of solving the fates of 1,711 missing persons in Kosovo
and Metohija, elucidation of these crimes and punishment of responsible
persons. The Office made an appeal to international institutions for
assistance. 
“Since the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government in Priština obviously
do not want or do not have the capacities to solve this problem, Office for
Kosovo and Metohija once more makes an appeal to the competent
international institutions in the Province to invest their authority in solving
the problem of missing persons, because it is out debt to the victims and
their families and the basis for construction of true normalization of relations
in Kosmet”. Office for Kosovo and Metohija also concludes that, on the other
hand, the Government of the Republic of Serbia regards the issue of missing
persons responsibly. As stated in the announcement, there are no unchecked
locations on the territory of Central Serbia, which is proved by recent
checkup of the location near Novi Pazar conducted at the request of Priština.

On the photo: Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons
walk in protest in Belgrade on the occasion of marking the International Day
of the Disappeared.
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Annual Assembly, Work Report

Inadequate attitude to the victims and still a great number of those for

whom we have been searching for over 15 years – these are predominant

conclusions of the Work Report for the previous election period. Unfortu-

nately, it was also predominant in all previous reports and an indisputable

indicator of the fact that we are still searching for 530 persons. In addition,

the greatest number of the families of victims is still uncared-for, living

under difficult circumstances, on the edge of existence and with unsolved

legal status. 

Altogether, these are serious reasons why we are all dissatisfied with

the achieved. Review of the activities in the previous period will show our

maximum engagement, which makes us even more anxious and restless

because there are no results.

In cooperation with the Office for Kosovo and Metohija, a partner proj-

ect was made: Organization of Legal Assistance for the Crimes in KiM.

Workshops were held in Belgrade, Niš, Kraljevo, Kosovska Mitrovica and

Gračanica, attended by a great number of families and students of the

Faculty of Law. 

Our routine annual activities can be better analyzed when categorized

in groups:

1. Organization of meetings of the representatives of the Association

with the representatives of governmental institutions and interna-

tional organizations: Committee on Missing Persons of the Govern-

ment of the Republic of Serbia; Commissariat for Refugees and

Internally Displaced Persons; Red Cross Tracing Service of the Repub-

lic of Serbia; Ministry of Interior Affairs of Serbia, War Crimes Service,

Office of War Crimes Prosecutor of the Republic of Serbia, Interna-

tional Red Cross, International Committee on Missing Persons;

EULEX Prosecutor’s Office in Kosovo and Metohija.

2. Organization or participation in informative activities: press confer-

ences, round tables, printing and distribution of Photo monograph

“Abducted Truth”, maintenance and updating of the web site of the

Association www.udruzenjeporodica.org.rs.

3. Organization or participation in the activities on marking the anniver-

saries: the 15th anniversary of the foundation of the Association (14

March); the 17th anniversary of kidnapping of the miners of Mine

Belaćevac Mine (22 June); memorial services to the victims in KiM,

Vidovdan (28 June); marking of the anniversary of kidnapped, missing

and killed citizens in the area of Orahovac - Velika Hoča and the

Cemetery Orlovača (18 July); marking the International Day of Miss-

ing Persons on 30 August (Belgrade and Gračanica); meeting of the

Working Group for Missing Persons of Belgrade and Priština on 9 De-

cember 2015; International Human Rights Day at Media Center on

10 December 2015.

4. Organization or participation of help to the families: collection of

documentation for assignment of pupils’ scholarships and loans; or-

ganization of excursions for psycho-social support to family mem-

bers; distribution of gifts to children of the families of the Association

in Kraljevo; distribution of humanitarian aid received from donors.

Special activities of the Association include participation in all con-

ferences and meetings in the region of former Yugoslavia dedicated

to kidnapped, missing and killed persons. 

The presented activities are accompanied by the documentation of pro-

posals and petitions for acceleration of solving the cases of kidnapped and

missing persons. 

Unfortunately, we have to establish lack of results or, what is even more

discouraging, decrease of the rate of finding and identification of missing

persons. 

The decrease has become constant, which is the most drastic this year. 

2016.
efusal to establish the court for the crimes committed by the KLA purports the fact that no party in the conflict, including the
Serbian side, wants to present the truth to the public. The very idea for establishment of the court comes after 17 years from the
most monstrous crimes committed by the Shqiptars’ terrorists. The evidence is hardly available; the archives are not opened, which

means they are also unavailable. The witnesses died or find it absurd to testify, while many of them are afraid, even though some of them
are in the witness protection program on the territory of some of the European countries. 

R

Milorad Trifunović, Coordinator of Families of Kidnapped and Missing

Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija, thinks that the countries which are the most

influential factors hide the truth about the crimes against the Serbs, and

they do it systematically. After announcement that the court which will

process the crimes of Shqiptars’ terrorists against the Serbian civilians and

members of the national security forces will be finally established, positive

expectations appear simultaneously with the conclusions based on past

experiences that nothing good will come out of it. 

“Families of kidnapped and missing persons expect that the court will

finally start work in order to shed the light on the crimes. As you remem-

ber, Mr. Gebaugar said that this court would be functional until the end

of January this year,” says Trifunović for KiM Papers. But it does not seem

sufficient for the families of victims and all concerned parties to be sin-

cerely persuaded. 

“However, as I read the Shqiptars’ papers, they seem to be lingering

again. The building in The Hague where the court will be situated is not

ready either. I have begun to doubt if this court will start to work at all

while this political structure is in power in Priština. They will try to obstruct

and prevent it, because the people who are presently in power in Priština

are the most responsible ones for the crimes committed over the Serbs. In

addition, their allies are five most powerful countries in the world, mem-

bers of NATO Alliance who divided Kosovo and Metohija in five zones of

responsibility and, you know, they are America, England, Germany, France

and Italy. God knows what will happen; all we can do is to believe that the

truth will eventually come to light in hope that the remaining witnesses

will not die”, Trifunović says.

“Sincerity of this decision is discredited by the announcement that this

court will process only the KLA crimes committed in 1999, despite the fact

that many of the crimes had been committed in the previous year 1998

and earlier, as well as in the years after the occupation of Kosovo and

Metohija”, says Trifunović. He is one of those people who suspects that

the trial, if it occurs at all, for the crimes committed only after the occu-

Why Haven’t the KLA Crimes Committed against the Serbs Been Trialled Before?
Milorad Trifunović, one of the representatives of the families of kidnapped and killed Serbs
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Olgica Božanić visited RTS. Conversation with the journalist Veljko Medić on the
occasion of arrest of two Kosovo Albanians, who are charged to have committed the
crimes over the Serbian civilians as the members of the KLA. 

At the meeting with the Adviser on Missing Persons of ICRC in Geneva, Mrs.
Federica Ricardi. Talks were held about future cooperation, continuation of

work of the Working Groups of Priština and Belgrade, support to unification
of database of every missing person and other issues. The International Red

Cross will continue cooperation with the associations whose purpose is
finding of missing persons.

pation of Kosovo and Metohija will actually be a performance. None of

the officials has ever mentioned the responsibility of the members of

peacekeeping missions who are accountable because they were obliged to

protect the citizens of Kosovo and Metohija after retreat of the Serbian

security forces.

“They silently watched the exile of 250,000 Serbs, they silently watched

how the Shqiptars threw us out of our own houses and put them on fire,

how they killed and kidnapped. Along with the gun on his shoulder, every

foreign soldier was carrying a video recorder or a camera. If they did not

want to prevent the crimes, they could have recorded them. Will anyone

ever raise the question of their command responsibility?

You know that Serbian soldiers, police commanders and political leaders

were convicted to a total of 1,570 years of imprisonment for their com-

mand responsibility. What about command responsibility of those who

were obliged to protect us? They are accomplices in the crimes against the

Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija. I don’t say they were direct perpetrators or

that they could have prevented them, even if they wanted to. They had

50,000 soldiers in the area of Kosovo and Metohija. And what did they do,

who did they protect? Do you happen to know anyone who they have ever

protected? I don’t, though I live in Kosovo and Metohija nowadays, and I

declare under full material and criminal responsibility that I have never

heard or seen that they protected anyone”, he insists.  

This attitude, which is not just his, is additionally confirmed by the

mechanisms of the international right sabotaged by the member coun-

tries. “Why don’t the denominated five NATO countries open their

archives? Why don’t they force the KLA to open their archives? My most

recent knowledge is that the Spanish contingent which was located in the

east found some KLA files and delivered them to the international Red

Cross. Why do they obstruct publishing of these files?” asked Trifunović

obviously agitated by apparent Western obstruction of justice. “It hurts

even more when you are aware that it’s all done in order to make the goals

of terrorists and their mentors finally accomplished.” 

Instead of enforcement of justice we have enforcement of the will and

accomplishment of the goals of cruel criminals and terrorists. 

The experience that in the previous decade and a half was acquired by

the families of Serbian victims from their meetings with the so-called in-

ternational committees is, mildly put, devastating. So, the conclusion

which could be made about future development of events is not encour-

aging at all. Trifunović, as one of the actors in the efforts made in order to

find the truth about the kidnapped and killed Serbs, is extremely suspi-

cious. In his opinion, the adjournment of the trial to the Shqiptar criminals

indicates to the not-so-much hidden intentions and protection by the

world “advocates of justice”.  

“Why hasn’t that court worked since the establishment of The Hague

Tribunal? Why weren’t the criminals trialed although a lot of new crimes

committed against the Serbs had been elucidated? What was the reason

for waiting? Why were the criminals who admitted their crimes against

the Serbs like, for example, brothers Mazreku at Klečka, let out of the

prison? Why wasn’t Haradinaj trialed, who is known to have been involved?

He may have not participated but he ordered the killings at the Radonjićko

Lake where remains of 29 bodies were found? Who is guilty for Volujak,

who is guilty for Klečka, who is guilty for all that? Furthermore, Dick Marty

proved that human organs trafficking of kidnapped Serbs took place. Carla

Del Ponte confirmed it adding that a lot of evidence had been destroyed

at The Hague. Who destroyed such evidence and why? The investigation

was conducted by the American investigator Williamson who also estab-

lished that human organs trafficking existed; and what with it? We have

no feedback on how much was done and why was it stopped”, Trifunović

wonders resigned and although he wishes to believe that someone will

eventually be sentenced for the crimes, he still cannot do it. 

“I simply don’t trust them, because whatever committee is formed its

chief has to be an American, Canadian or British? Based on my personal

experience in these 17 long years as long as I am in this story, I have not

seen a single American, Canadian or British to say anything positive about

the Serbs. They would always say complete fictions and lies. When they

used to come to my office, to the Association of Families of Kidnapped

and Missing Persons, they were always interested in everything else but

in the fate of kidnapped and missing persons and elucidation of the

crimes”, he concludes.

His allegations are impossible to challenge. It is more than obvious, and

quite open, that the Shqiptar criminals are not just freed, they are also ap-

pointed to high positions within the Shqiptars community.

Moreover, probably in an attempt to talk affirmatively about that fu-

ture court or merely out of huge desire to believe in the victory of good,

truth and justice, nobody mentions the promise made by the former Chief

of the US Consulate in Priština, Tracy Jacobson, that this court will process

nothing more than ten cases, that it will eventually “remove the black

stain from the KLA” and that it will not engage in a glorious fight.  

The fate of Ljubomir Knežević, a journalist of the Priština paper “Jedin-

stvo” and an associate of “Politika”, who went missing on this day 1999 in

Kosovo and Metohija, has not be discovered after full 17 years.

“On 6 May 1999, Ljubomir Knežević was forcibly taken away in an un-

17 Years since Disappearance of Politika’s Journalist Ljubomir Knežević in
Kosovo and Metohija
No responsible persons for oversights in the investigation of the abduction of a journalist
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known direction from the railway station in Vučitrn by the KLA members. The

Office of War Crimes Prosecutor is conducting a pre-trial procedure on the

grounds of criminal charges of the Secretariat of the Ministry of Interior from

Kosovska Mitrovica in cooperation with the War Crimes Service of the Ministry

of Interior, Special Investigation Unit of the EU and EULEX Prosecutor’s Office

in Priština”, says a brief answer of Miroljub Vitorović, Deputy of the War

Crimes Prosecutor, in answer to the question of the Politika journalists about

the outcome of the investigation of Knežević’s disappearance for over a decade

and a half. Practically, it means there are no suspects in this case.

Without answers about the cases of 39 media workers

In the announcement on the occasion of 3 May, the World Press Freedom

Day, the Journalists’ Association of Serbia demanded from the Special Office

of War Crimes Prosecutor to finally start doing their job in connection with

39 journalists and media workers of the Serbian newspapers killed in the

civil war in the former Yugoslavia, in Kosovo and Metohija and during the

NATO aggression, instead of, as NUNS reports, fruitless investigation of the

journalists’ responsibility suspected of war crimes and genocide preparation

and organization. 

Families of kidnapped and missing persons in KiM asked once more

for acceleration of the exhumation and identification process of killed

Serbs and systematic solving of the existential problems of their fam-

ilies. 

President of the Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing

Persons in KiM Verica Tomanović said that, as regards Serbian victims,

exhumations and identifications in KiM had been forgotten for years.

“We think it’s high time people’s conscience awakes once more, it’s

high time the media get involved in finding the ways to accelerate the

exhumation and identification process”, said Tomanović to Tanjug be-

fore the beginning of the round table on that topic.

She added that their Association has been searching for 572 persons

who were reported missing, of whom nothing has been known, whether

any inquiry was conducted or not, emphasizing that it has been a taboo

for 17 years.

As she says, they insisted on systematic solution of the rights of fam-

ilies of missing persons in Kosmet, because this issue has not been set-

tled to date although they wrote letters about solution of this

existential issue to all past governments. 

“We think of the rights which will protect the families, which is the

right to monthly income, social insurance and scholarships for children

of kidnapped persons”, said Tomanović.

She added that the Association was looking for answers to the ques-

tions of processing the crimes committed against civil victims before

the war and after signature of the UN Resolution 1244, when the

greatest number of Serbs went missing during peace, without the war.  

The State Secretary of the Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran

and Social Security Aleksandar Jablanović agreed that problems which

the families of missing persons had been facing for years were numer-

ous and said that the government intended to help them as much as

possible.

“The problems are big, starting from the fact that the exhumation

and identification process and finding of missing persons are very

slow”, says Jablanović to Tanjug.

He thinks that the problem is even greater because a lot of partici-

pants of the 1998 and 1999 wars on the Albanian side occupy out-

standing positions now, which, as he notices, greatly hinder finding of

all criminals, finding of the bodies of victims and punishment of the

perpetrators.

Round Table
Exhumations and identifications of missing persons in KiM and the rights of their families

Families of Missing Persons Ask for the Map of Execution Sites of Serbian Victims

Representatives of the Coordination of Serbian Associations of Miss-

ing, Killed and Fallen Persons from the territory of former Yugoslavia

requested creation of unique records and drawing of a map of execution

sites of the Serbian victims.  

President of the Association Dragan Pjevač said at the conference

under the title “Human Rights of Families of Missing and Killed Per-

sons”, that such records are necessary because the international com-

munity does not have equal treatment of Serbian victims and their

families to other victims. 

“In the perception of the international community, the victims are

Croats and Bosniaks, but not the Serbs. We can freely say that the col-

lective guilt for such victims is imposed on the Serbian nation. Creating

unique records and the map of execution sites of the Serbian victims,

we will document it and confirm that we are all the victims of the wars”,

President of the Association pointed out. 

Pjevač said that in Serbia the issue and status of missing persons was

not regulated by law; in addition, the question of protection of the fam-

ilies of victims from Croatia was not solved, underlining that he was

under the impression that this issue was purposefully ignored. 

President of the Coordination said that the families of missing per-

sons were aware they could not expect bringing the criminals to justice,

but that the consequences can be solved by passing a systematic law

which would regulate the rights of the families of missing persons.

President of the Republic Organization of the Families of Imprisoned

and Killed Fighters and Missing Civilians of the Republic of Srpska

Nedeljko Mitrović said that 1,655 Serbs are maintained as missing in

the war in BiH, indicating that the Serbs were exposed to discrimination

in BiH when the issues of war crimes processing and search for missing

persons are concerned.

According to him, out of the total number of 100,000 killed or missing

persons in BiH, one third are the Serbs. For true or alleged war crimes,

the Serbs were convicted to over 1,600 years of imprisonment, while

the Bosniaks and Croats were punished with about 10 times less years.

Today, the gathering underlined that some families had been looking

for their loved ones for over 25 years and that the status of all victims

should be the same.

The need for passing a systematic legislative solution was highlighted

as well as greater cooperation with the authorities in order to get the

justice for the victims and families of the persons who disappeared in

the 1990’s conflicts.

We are still searching for our loved ones. In the office of the Association of
Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons, from left to right: Vinka

Jovanović, Verica Tomanović, Milica Radunović, Dragana Majstorović and
Dostana Petrović
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2017.
he greatest number of abductions took place after 10 June 1999, in the presence of KFOR. The civilians were not protected against
the assaults of the KLA members, whereas EULEX did not justify their mission because nobody was convicted for the crimes com-
mitted against the Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija.T

No Answers About 540 Missing Serbs

The fate of 572 abducted persons in Kosovo and Metohija is still unknown,

and no answers are provided by UNMIK, KFOR, OSCE, Red Cross, Doctors

without Borders, and the others. President of the Association of Families of

Kidnapped and Missing Persons in Kosovo and Metohija Verica Tomanović

said today that mortal remains of 367 persons had been buried up to date,

whereas deep reverence to the victims was paid through daily work of the

Association and eagerness to find the missing persons. 

“The greatest number of abductions took place after 10 June 1999, in the

presence of KFOR. The civilians were not protected against the attacks of the

KLA members, whereas EULEX did not justify their mission because nobody

was convicted for the crimes against the Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija”, said

Tomanović at the press conference in the Belgrade Media Centre on the oc-

casion of the 17th anniversary of the foundation of the Association.

According to her, representatives of the international community in Kosovo

and Metohija had a selective approach to the cases of Serbian victims. 

“We addressed the missions of UNMIK, KFOR, OSCE, the International

Committee of Red Cross, Doctors without Borders, to all those who had the

mandate to protect the civilians in Kosovo and Metohija, but there was no

response”, said Tomanović. 

On behalf of the Association, she expressed her dissatisfaction with the

work of Serbian judicial authorities in processing of the crimes against the

Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija and asked for acceleration of work dynamics

of the teams for exhumation and identification of mortal remains of missing

persons.  

The member of the Executive Board of the Association Dušan Čelić esti-

mated that there was “no justice and truth” for Serbian victims and asked

why Serbian judicial authorities had not delivered judgments in absentia “

obvious criminals” among the Albanians. 

“Serbian Associations from Kosovo and Metohija raised 724 indictments

to the judicial authorities of Serbia, based on which the Albanian criminals

were sentenced to 15 years in prison, while only one of them was sentenced

to 13 years. Does it mean that justice and truth can be achieved only out of

the institutional system?” asked Čelić. 

He added that it was necessary to preserve “the culture of remembrance”

of the missing persons from Kosovo and Metohija mentioning that the fam-

ilies of kidnapped persons themselves would feel “a kind of satisfaction” if

the majority of the Serbian society realized these were not individual victims

but the victims of the whole Serbian society.  

After 17 Years, the Serbs Ask for Justice for Committed Crimes

In Kosovo, the majority Albanian community and representatives of cen-

tral institutions mark the 9th anniversary of the unilaterally declared inde-

pendence. On the other side, the Serbs are looking for the solution of their

basic existential issues. They ask for justice for committed crimes. More than

200,000 Serbs had to leave Kosovo. Few have returned. One of the most

painful questions for the Serbian nation in Kosovo is the search for missing

persons. Several hundred of Serbs are still maintained on the lists of missing

persons. 17 years have passed since war conflicts were over and the issue of

missing persons is still open. As if there is no will for its solving.

The Coordinator of the Association of Families of Missing Persons of the

Serbs and other non-Albanians Milorad Trifunović says that 1,600 persons

are maintained as missing, of which 547 Serbs and other non-Albanians. In

the last five years none of the graves has been excavated.

“We expect that the international community, Belgrade and Priština put

the question on the agenda in Brussels, tell us what the problem is, why the

cases of missing persons have not been elucidated. Past governments in Bel-

grade and Priština, the international community and Embassies promised

that the first point of the dialogue agenda would be the case of missing per-

sons”, Trifunović said. 

The last one who gave such a promise was Hashim Thaçi, says Trifunović.

“Thaçi was the last one who promised to put that issue on the agenda in

Brussels. There were talks about the bridge, the wall, the train and who knows

what else, but never about the missing persons. Thaçi said that he had talked

with Vučić about it and that he had accepted it as a topic, but it has never

happened up to now. I had a meeting with Thaçi later and asked him why he

had not put the issue on the agenda; he repeated “what Thaçi promises, Thaçi

does”. He said we would go to Brussels and put the question to Mogerini”,

Trifunović said.

The investigation proved that there was no mass grave in Kosovska Mitro-

vica.”For seventeen years we have lived with the Albanians’ conviction that

the grave existed, although all Serbs were telling nothing was there. The

rumor was disproved, the dilemma was solved”, said Trifunović

One of the most painful issues is why the perpetrators of the killings have

not been found. “That is the greatest problem. We handed over 367 bodies

of missing persons, but nobody was punished or even processed for their per-

ishment”, Trifunović emphasized. 

Mrs. Verica Tomanović was a guest in the morning television of Happy TV on
the occasion of marking the anniversary of the first abduction in Kosovo and
Metohija
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In agreement with Zoran Matićević, Professor of sociology
of the Third Belgrade Gymnasium and Gymnasium
“Patriarch Pavle”, on 19 April 2017, two history classes were
held about perishment of the Serbian nation in Kosovo and
Metohija in the period from January 1998 up to date.
The truth about forcible abductions, kidnappings and
killing of our loved ones was presented to the gymnasium
graduates. The authenticity of the data was presented by
the nearest relatives of abducted and killed persons in a
moving and effective manner which aroused strong
emotions of the pupils. President of the Association Verica
Tomanović, in her introductory note, informed the
attendants about the genesis of events development which
preceded the tragic perishment of the Serbs and other
ethnicities by the KLA in Kosovo and Metohija.
The witnesses of personal tragedies said they were glad
because for the first time young people showed their
interest in the tragedy.

Disappointment in the Judicial System
Reaction of the Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in Kosovo and Metohija

Разочарање у правосудни систем код чланова породица киднапо-

ваних , несталих и убијених Срба и осталих је и данас изазвало емоције

које додатно наносе бол и патњу за својим сродницима. По ко зна који

пут суочени смо са неправдом и неједнаким приступом према кри-

вичном гоњењу починиоца и налогодаваоца злочина када су у питању

српске жртве. Још једна у низу донесених непристрасних и исполити-

зованих одлука суда о злочинима ОВК на Косову и Метохији. 

Данашња поражавајућа одлука суда у Колмару охрабрила је зло-

чинце за етничко чишћење Срба на Косову и Метохији, јер су уместо

кажњавања, награђени за злочине у руководећим структурама власти

у Приштини. Због некажњавања и непривођења пред лице правде кид-

напера, убица и њихових налогодаваца, повратак није безбедан у своја

родна места на Косову и Метохији више од двеста хиљада Срба и дру-

гих етничких заједница скоро две деценије. 

Немоћни смо да променимо одлуке суда, али никада нећемо пре-

стати да тражимо истину о страдању и правду за наше жртве. 

Залагаћемо се као и свих година да се настави истрага локација о

потенцијалним масовним и појединачним гробницама на Косову и

Метохији и Албанији где су скривани и уништавани докази злочина

припадника ОВК. 

Ниједан суд неће моћи да промени истину о злочинима ОВК која је

доказана откривањем масовних и појединачних гробница са по-

смртним остацима српских жртава: Радоњичко језеро, Глођане, Кре-

маторијум Клечка, Волујак, Малишево, Драгодан 1 и 2, Тусус, Дуље... 

Наставићемо да сарађујемо са свим домаћим и међународним ин-

ституцијама и организацијама и настојаћемо да само истином

истрајемо да сачувамо жртве од дискриминације и заборава. 

Охрабриваћемо преживеле сведоке ужасног насиља да истрају и да

не посустају у борби за истином и правдом за својим најмилијима који

су невино страдали на Косову и Метохији. 

We Will Look for Justice As Long As We Live 
Families of Killed Serbs

Members of families of killed Serbs are indignant by absence of justice when

the crimes of the leaders and members of the notorious KLA are concerned. They

announce an appeal to the court in Strasbourg.  

“I am completely sure that all those who committed crimes in Kosovo and Meto-

hija will be punished by God; we only hope that we, the families of victims, will see

the justice is fulfilled.”

This is what Olgica Kostić Božanić said for daily papers “Novosti”. From her fam-

ily in the villages of Retimlje and Opteruša in the municipality of Orahovac 15 per-

sons were abducted and 3 persons are still maintained as missing. She is

disappointed and disturbed by the decision of the French court to award the crim-

inal with freedom. 

- All 27 Serbian victims from this area were found in the mass grave Volujak

which was excavated in 2005, while identification of mortal remains by DNA analy-

sis confirmed that they were the residents of the villages in the municipality of

Orahovac. The group of Ramush Haradinaj was responsible for that crime”, Olgica

underlined speaking on behalf of the Association of Killed and Missing Serbs. 

The families whose loved ones were monstrously killed have tried everything in the

past 19 years in order to get justice and have the criminals punished. This Association

delivered additional evidence to the court in France of the crimes committed under

direct command of Haradinaj. That, apparently, was not given a glance by anyone. 

Milorad Trifunović, Coordinator of the Association of Missing and Kidnapped

Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija, says he is shocked. 

- I feared such decision.

“Serbian victims from Kosmet and their families have experienced disrespect

and discrimination”, thinks Nataša Šćepanović from the Association of Families

of Kosmet’s Sufferers:  

- Again and again it is proved that there is no justice for Serbian victims.

They are the civilians whose lives were taken in the most monstrous manner.

Moreover, Haradinaj in his autobiographic book wrote about the crimes he

had ordered, while he himself had executed quite a number of victims. We

are cheated with this unrightful judicial decision, but we will not give up.

We will fight to the last atom of our strength.

Concurrently with marking of the 17th anniversary, the Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in Kosovo and Metohija published the
Photo-monograph Oteta istina, in English language Abducted Truth 
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The officials of the Government of Serbia laid a wreath on the “Monument
of the Truth” in North Kosovska Mitrovica and paid respect to the victims
and missing persons before, during and after the conflict in Kosovo.

“For more than 18 years we have waited for the news about our missing
sons, fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters. We provided information to
who knows how many different international organizations. Some of us
gave over 30 statements from September 1999  until 2016 about their
disappearances and every time we were told that we would be notified
about any progress; but those were empty words”, it is said in the appeal
read by Bajram Ćerkini.
“We appeal Belgrade and Priština as well as the international community to
appoint a high representative with sufficiently strong mandate and
authority in order to end up our suffering, to find the remains of our loved
ones so that we can mourn them as appropriate”, said the Coordination of
the Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in Kosmet
Milorad Trifunović.

Tribune in Niš: “We Have the Right to Truth and Justice”

The search is still on for 572 persons of Serbian and non-Albanian na-

tionality who went missing in Kosovo and Metohija, while during the last

18 years mortal remains of 369 persons were found. On the occasion, the

Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons and the Asso-

ciation of Kosmet’s Sufferers organized the tribune in Niš under the title

“We have the right to truth and justice”.  

With the view to inform the public about the tragedy of the families

who have searched for almost two decades for the truth and fates of kid-

napped and forcibly abducted persons, members of the families of kid-

napped and missing persons in Kosovo and Metohija gathered in Niš

together with the representatives of competent institutions who deal with

this issue.

“My 28 years old son, Davor Ristić, disappeared and up to date we

haven’t found anything or got any trace as to where he is, what has hap-

pened... So, we are almost unnerved, we have an impression that every-

body forgot about us, that the government is not engaged enough, and

that we still have no details about mortal remains of our kidnapped son”,

said mother Gordana Ristić, Coordinator of the Office in Niš. 

During almost 2 decades, members of the families have complained

about very small number of exhumations and, accordingly, the identifi-

cations of their sons, fathers, brothers and husbands. This process is com-

plicated because the data about missing persons are scarce.

“The greatest obstacle is the lack of data about the place of crime and

burial of mortal remains. The search is still on when mass or individual

graves are concerned”, explains Ljiljana Krstić, Head of the Division of the

Committee on Missing Persons of the Government of the Republic of Ser-

bia. “Out of 1664 persons maintained as missing in the area of Kosovo,

540 persons are of Serbian or non-Albanian nationality, and 30 are under

the verification procedure”, the representative of the Committee on Miss-

ing Persons of the Government of the Republic of Serbia added.  

Priština: Special Court Expects Indictments

Priština, Belgrade – The Special Court for war crimes of the so-called

Liberation Army of Kosovo started work in July and is ready to raise the

first indictments. President of the Parliamentary Committee for Kosovo

and Metohija Milovan Drecun expects the top KLA commanders to be

charged. Representatives of the Fund for Humanitarian Right in Priština

say that the first indictments will wait until September. RTK says that

passing of the regulation was the last legal step for the court to start

work and reminds that it will process only the crimes committed by the

members of the Liberation Army of Kosovo. 

The Special Court for war crimes committed in Kosovo is the last

chance for the international community to process the KLA members

for committed crimes, which also includes their commanders, says the

President of the Committee for Kosovo and Metohija Milovan Drecun.

Having in mind that the Court will operate on the basis of Dick Marty’s

report, whose skeleton is the organized crime group Drvenik whose

members are Hashim Thaçi, Kadri Veselji, Džavit Haljiti, Sulejam Salimi,

Čeku and the others, it should be expected that first indictments will be

raised against these persons, says Drecun adding that he expects a big

charge at the beginning which will also include other KLA commanders

such as the Haradinaj clan.

As they are presently the top political leaders in Kosovo, the local pub-

lic disapproves of the Court work and thinks it will be biased.

But, the victims seem to be forgotten, warns Director of the Fund for

Humanitarian Right in Priština Bekim Blakaj.

At the moment, nobody knows which crimes will be processed, which

may be good, or which persons will be processed and, particularly, who

the witnesses are.

The search is still on for 540 persons of Serbian and non-Albanian
nationality who went missing in Kosovo and Metohija, while
during the last 18 years mortal remains of 369 persons were

found. 
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Documentary “The Universe of Pain” in Search for the Missing Persons in KiM

The film is a chronological presentation of tragic events in KiM and

perishment of the Serbs and, according to the author Ranko Đinović, it

is dedicated to the international community and those who will recog-

nize themselves in the crimes committed against the Serbs. 

Ranko Đinović says that the film should be presented to those who

support admission of Kosovo to UNESCO so that they can see the Alba-

nians’ attitude toward Serbian sanctuaries.

After presentation of the film, the President of the Association of

Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in KiM Verica Tomanović said

that perpetrators of the crimes against the Serbs were known, but there

was no punishment.   

She suggested that the families who had searched for almost two

decades for their loved ones were experiencing the crime against the

truth and were exposed to pressures and manipulations, asking why

2,108 Albanians had been let out of the prisons in Serbia.

“We are convinced that this film will penetrate to those whose acts or

failure to act resulted in the continuation of psychic torture over our

families”, said Tomanović who cited part of the report of the Special CE

Reporter Dick Marty that “we owe the truth to the victims of all nation-

alities”.  

President of the Government‘s Committee on Missing Persons Veljko

Odalović says that we have to talk persistently about the perishment of

and crimes against the Serbs in KiM, that it is necessary to have as many

sayings and testimonies as shown in the documentary film”The Universe

of Pain” which can penetrate to the world metropolis and to those who

will recognize themselves in the crimes.

Documentary film ”The Universe of Pain” about the perishment of the Serbs in KiM from 1998 until today was presented in Belgrade. The families of
kidnapped and missing persons in KiM say that they will not give up the “horny road” of fight and search for the truth about the missing persons.

GENERAL DIRECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF RED CROSS,
MR. IV DÉCOR TALKED TO THE SERBIAN FAMILIES OF MISSING AND KILLED
PERSONS IN THE CONFLICTS ON THE TERRITORY OF FORMER YUGOSLAVIA

After he had listened to the shocking tales of the nearest relatives of the
Serbs killed during the armed conflicts in the 1990’s in the region, Mr. Iv
Décor promised to make efforts and, in assistance with his associates in
Belgrade, help decrease their suffering. 
During the visit to the region, General Director of the International
Committee of Red Cross Iv Décor visited Belgrade. Mr. Décor, the first high
official of this organizations to visit Serbia after almost two decades, in
addition to the meeting with the representatives of Serbian authorities,
talked to the  families of missing and killed Serbs in Croatia, BiH and Kosovo
and Metohija. Iv Décor expressed his wish to meet and talk to the
representatives of all Serbian associations of families of missing persons in
the region during his stay in Belgrade. 
The regional Delegation of ICRC in Belgrade organized and arranged the
meeting where Mr. Décor talked with members of the families of missing
and killed Serbs during the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia about the
problems they face in the process of finding the truth about the missing
persons. The aim was to find a way in which ICRC, he himself and his
associates could help so that two-decade long agony of those who lost their
loved ones would be finally over.

THE KLA KILLED HER 2 BROTHERS AND 13 MEMBERS OF FAMILY: “I
WONDERED WHOSE BONES TO KISS”

Olgica Božanić, born Kostić, is a member of one of the most tragic families
in Kosovo. The KLA abducted or killed 15 members of Kostić family,
including her brothers Lazar and Todor. 
The tragedy of Kostić family began by the abduction of Jugoslav Kostić from
his working place on 11 July 1998. Olgica worked in a pharmacy and was at
work. She asked her colleagues, the Albanian women, for a piece of
information about his whereabouts because the KLA was already strong at
the time and was making trenches in the villages and around Orahovac. The
atmosphere was tense and every day was spent in an expectation of
something horrible to happen. 
Her younger brother Lazar went to Orahovac to report disappearance of his
cousin and then continued to Prizren to make urgencies there. On his way,
we succeeded to evacuate his wife and child, the then eleven months old
Anđela. He called on Olgica’s apartment, and then she hugged him for the
last time.

On the left photo: Olgica Božanić was a guest in TV show: Life Tells a Story –
a Unilaterally Declared Pain, TV Prva
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2018.
n 23 April, it was full 20 years since the kidnapping of Milica Radunović from the village of Dašinovac near Dečani, the first recorded
victim of abductions in Kosovo and Metohija which was reported to the Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons
in Kosovo and Metohija. For 20 years we have been asking for answers to our questions from local and international institutions

without success. We have faced various obstacles which slow down the whole process of competent teams in the field.
O
Tribune:”20 Years Since the First Abduction in Kosovo and Metohija”

On 23 April, it was full 20 years since the kidnapping of Milica Radunović

from the village of Dašinovac near Dečani, the first recorded victim of ab-

ductions in Kosovo and Metohija which was reported to our Association. 

For 20 years we have been searching for our family members abducted on

the territory of Kosovo and Metohija and that is the reason for our gathering

and giving respect to all victims of Albanian terror by the members of the

so-called KLA. 

The chronology of committed crimes features the crimes against humanity

and violation of the international humanitarian right against the innocent

victims.  

For 20 years we have been asking for answers to our questions from local

and international institutions without success. We have faced various obsta-

cles which slow down the whole process of competent teams in the field. 

For years the truth about existence of private prisons and camps in Kosovo

and Metohija and Albania has been hidden from us. There, the Serbs and

other non-Albanians were taken and tortured. Special Court for the crimes

of the so-called KLA has not started working yet. The court has to find the

truth about human organs trafficking which was disclosed in the report of

the Special Reporter of the Council of Europe Mr. Dick Marty.  

Full 10 years have passed from the publication of the book of the former

Hague Tribunal Prosecutor Mrs. Carla Del Ponte “The Hunt: Me and War

Criminals”, which additionally hurt the family members, whereas in the

meantime many parents died and their wish to find their children remained

unfulfilled.   

During 18 years since the foundation of the Association, we have estab-

lished fair cooperation with the representatives of domestic and international

institutions which deal with the issue of missing persons in Kosovo and Meto-

hija. We hope to achieve better results in the coming period through addi-

tional joint activities and efforts.  

The participants of the tribune were: President of the Association of Fam-

ilies of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in Kosovo and Metohija Mrs. Verica

Tomanović; member of the family of Radunović Milica, Mrs. Lidija

(Radunović) Milenković; representative of the Committee on Missing Persons

Mrs. Ljiljana Krstić, Chief of Expert Service; Coordination of Serbian Associ-

ations of Families of Missing and Killed Persons on the territory of Former

Yugoslavia, President of the Coordination Mr. Dušan Čelić.

20 YEARS OF SEARH FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE

It is high time our country systematically and in full scope, by a separate law
and urgently, regulate the issue of the missing and killed persons and the
rights of their families – this was the message from the Tribune organized by
the Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in Kosovo and
Metohija with head office in Belgrade, whose leader is Verica Tomanović,
which was held on 23 April, the day of the 20th anniversary since
kidnapping of Milica Radunović from the village of Dašinac near Dečani, the
first recorded victim of abductions in Kosovo and Metohija reported to this
Association. For twenty long years the families have been searching for their
loved ones who were kidnapped or killed by the members of the so-called
Liberation Army of Kosovo. 

18 YEARS SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE ASSOCIATIN OF FAMILIES OF
KIDNAPPED AND MISSING PERSONS IN KOSOVO AND METOHIJA

In March 18 years ago, with assistance of ICRC, our families, desperate and
unable to solve the fate of their nearest relatives on their own, made up a
decision to join the efforts in the fight to get their loved ones free. The fight
is still on, although the results are devastating. We are still in search for 572
persons from our list and 370 mortal remains were handed over to the
families owing to DNA analysis.  
At the press conference held on the occasion of the anniversary, the
speakers were: President of the Association, Mrs. Verica Tomanović;
President of the Coordination of Serbian Associations of Families of Missing,
Killed and Fallen Persons on the Territory of Former Yugoslavia, Mr. Dušan
Čelić; President of the Committee on Missing Persons of the Government of
the Republic of Serbia, Mr. Veljko Odalović; Deputy of the War Crimes
Prosecutor, Mr. Dušan Knežević; Chief of the Regional ICRC Delegation in
Belgrade, Miss Jelena Stijačić.
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MARKING OF TWO DECADES OF PERISHMENT OF THE SERBS
FROM ORAHOVAC

Two decades of mass perishment of the Serbs in the municipality of
Orahovac in Kosovo and Metohija was marked by a

commemorative gathering in the village of Velika Hoča. The
memorial service in front of the monument of killed Serbs was

served by Hegumen of Monastery Zočište Father Stefan and about
a hundred of residents attended, carrying photos of the victims.

During the armed attacks of the KLA in the area of Orahovac, in the
period from 17 to 22 July 1998, about 100 Serbian civilians were

kidnapped. Many of them were killed and tortured in private
prisons and camps, and their mortal remains were found in mass

graves Mališevo and Volujak in the spring 2005.  

In the premises of the Association of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in Kosovo and Metohija, from left to right: Igor Todorovski, Dušan Čelić,
Nataša Šćepanović, Milosav Stojković, Slobodanka Koldžić, Dragana Đukić, Dragan Pjevač, Olgica Božanić

Delegation of the members of the Executive Board
of the Regional Coordination in London at the

meeting with His Royal Highness Prince Charles at
his home

MARKING TWO DECADES SINCE ABDUCTION OF
WORKERS OF THE “BELAĆEVAC” MINE, THERMAL

ELECTRIC POWER PLANT OBILIĆ

On 2 June 1998, on the way from their workplace,
nine workers of the Mine “Belaćevac” of Thermal
Electric Power Plant Obilić were abducted: Dušan,

Pera and Zoran Ađančić, Mirko Buha, Dragan
Vukmirović, Filip Gojković, Miroslav Trifunović,

Srboljub Savić and Božidar Lempić. The associations
dealing with the issues of missing persons

emphasize that it was the first mass abduction of the
Serbs in Kosovo. The investigation was conducted

and interrupted, but the fate of these workers is still
unknown. The day of their abduction was marked in

Belgrade as well as in Kosovska Mitrovica at the
tribune “Twenty years of fight and search for the

truth and justice”
The Tribune was organized by the Association of

Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in
Kosovo and Metohija. It was preceded by the

wreath-laying ceremony at the monument “The
Truth” dedicated to the victims from the Kosovo-

Mitrovica district in 1998.
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n the occasion of 20 years since the first abductions and

18 years since the foundation and work of the Associa-

tion of Families of Kidnapped and Missing Persons in

Kosovo and Metohija, the Photo-Monograph with a chronology of

the Association’s work is in front of the readers. The issue of ab-

ducted and missing persons represents the most difficult humani-

tarian and legal issue on the territory of former Yugoslavia as the

consequence of the wars and other armed conflicts in the period

from 1991 to 2000.   

Families whose members were abducted are the greatest victims

of the 1990’s war conflicts on the territory of former Yugoslavia.

Many of them did not know about the fate of their loved ones for

years, many of them still do not know what happened. According

to the data of this Association, the fate of 572 persons from the

area of Kosovo and Metohija is still unknown.

This photo-monograph, through articles, photographs, excerpts

from newspapers and other texts, accurately and clearly shows that

this Association has been trying and is still trying to discover the

truth introducing numerous representatives of government insti-

tutions and international community with the cases of abductions

of the members of their families.

The greatest responsibility for non-solving of a great number of

abductions is on the part of the representatives of OSCE, KFOR,

UNMIK, The Hague Tribunal and EULEX in Kosovo and Metohija,

whose obligation was to ensure freedom of movement, peace and

security of people of all nationalities.  

It is necessary to find and punish the persons who are responsible

for abductions of the Serbs and other non-Albanians in Kosovo and

Metohija (they are mostly the members of the terrorist group of

the so-called KLA of Albanian nationality). The courts and prose-

cutions need to do their job, regardless of whether they are ordinary

or special courts, whether they are the authorities of the Republic

of Serbia or bodies of Priština institutions under a form of interna-

tional control.

It is necessary to elucidate the facts in connection with the alle-

gations of Carla Del Ponte, the former Prosecutor of the Interna-

tional Crime Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia or the facts in

connection with the documentation from the report of Dick Marty

to the Council of Europe on human organs trade (which is, accord-

ing to the kind of crime equal to the Nazi crimes in the form of med-

ical experiments performed by Doctor Josef Mengele against the

detainees in Auschwitz and other Nazi concentration camps in the

World War II). It is the most difficult kind of crime – the crimes of

genocide and Holocaust. 

This manuscript is not big by its volume, but it is permeated by

perceptibly enormous pain and suffering which have not decreased

with the passage of time. Members of the families are resentful:

not only that the persons responsible for abductions and other

crimes among the members of the Albanian nation have not been

punished, but they have been awarded by appointment to positions

in the official establishment of the self-declared state of Kosovo

(ministerial and other functions).

The purpose of this Photo-monograph is to keep reminding the

public of Serbia and the international community of these tragic

events, which did not get its epilogue. The justice has not attained

the criminals. Innocent victims and their nearest relatives have not

received moral or legal satisfaction. And all that to the shame of

today’s Europe and the world, especially the United Nations and

the European Union.  

The Association continues its fight in the mission of finding the

truth through various forms and modes. One of them is this Photo-

monograph which is in front of the readers. We support their fight.

We congratulate them for an excellent manuscript.

Dr Nenad Antonijević, Museum Consultant

The Museum of Genocide Victims, Trg Nikole Pašića 11/III

In Belgrade, 26 September 2018.O



1251998/2019 - 21 YEARS SINCE THE FIRST ABDUCTION IN KOSOVO AND METOHIJA124 2000/2019 - 19 YEARS OF WORK OF THE ASSOCIATION OF FAMILIES OF KIDNAPPED AND MISSING PERSONS IN KOSOVO AND METOHIJA

CIP - Каталогизација у публикацији -
Народна библиотека Србије, Београд

341.322.5-058.65(=163.41)(497.115)"1998/2000"(083.89)
341.485(=163.41)(497.115)"1998/2000"(083.89)
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